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The attached correspondence has been turned over(.,-,
_by SQUARE, who in turn received it from the Department of Extern

C-Tffairr.	 SQUARE has provided the following additional comments regarding
this material:

a. " You will note that Morris West is incensed about th	 ommissions
in the Russian translation of his book and that this usN a	 rently..re
brought to his attention through the agency of Mr. James	 ritchlaw of
Radio Liberty Committee, New York.,

b. "We do not know whether Mr. Critchlow has given any publicity
to the defects in the Russian translation but consider that it would be
a good thing if he did.

c. " West himself has brought the matter to the attention of the
United States Ambassador in Italy 'as a Matter of official record' and
your Headquarters may already have the situation under consideration.

d, " Regarding Morris West himself, we have not approached him at
any time.	 He is not adversely recorded but holds very liberal views
which would very likely militate against the success of any contact with
him by an organization such as ours."

2.	 Headquarters may have greatar..fill -in reparding West's umbrage at
the Russian translation of his book.1,	iwOuld be most interested'
in Headquarters reaction to SQUARE suggestions regarding possible public
airing of the defects in the Russian translation.
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Villa P---

Via Erc,,--e
. Rome, Italy

16 August, 1966

3. Ryrilcov, Editor-in-Chfcf,
:oreign Literature Magazine

Russian Trans .' ation - THE .1',..M:'z'..ca:2OR

The Russian translation of my book, ThE
%;hick v:as published in your aaazine has now been et,:ar:ined

an c:•:,.-;ert Russian reader. The following -7 s an
e.:tract frc.. Lis report:

..., there have been sinificLat deletions by the esasors,
and even a partial rowrits job. For o.: ,:ample, 'a pile ol
weaccas from China ar..d. Prague and Russia becomes mere::
; a ilo of weal-ions from various countries'.
to Viet Cen7 atrocities have been •lead. It is .srha-.-;e
also of some interost that vane un2avorab7-, co=ents 1:7
Mr. .::est 7 s-characters about the Soviet Union and its system
nave been cut out, aimilarlytaflattering mentione of
China are as a rule left an'.

This report troubles me a great deal. 7ou "417 "(=.::::70:D"
that vhen I gave permission for the book to be t..-a.,-1ted
Russian in condensed form, I requested (and you agreed) that t-ie
condensation 7ould be submitted for my approval:	 fact,,

send me a list of cuts, but these did not -,-.0,01-1
the magazine v.as alreedy in print.	 Since 7 do not 2.:-Lf_	 -

had no opportunity of making an immediate check ; :nor did
envisage that in addition to the cuts, cortain key phrases :nd
passages (which hold the whole theme in balance) v.ould be
deleted or changed.

•
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cannot do 	 a roc:ard this 1-Lolo situation ao a
aocd fai th and I find mycolf,obliacd to pass this inf:r:

:.oZoo 7-'s of tho !:ustralian Society of Authors and to ohor
who may find thomeolves tho victims of a similar . diet3:_._

2 should loo nloescd to receive fro:a you ; at your oarlioL,t

sonnienco, an oN.nianati on of this 	 and disttrbin r: b.roach

o' • Dublishina pa7actice and 32 tho aced faith with which I a7rcod to
into this op= traneaction with you. I cannot; unicr the

crootances, accept th. oublcs - ,-;oymont which you indicated

be awi l.a:ble to no in the 7Jssa.

SLncerely yours,

r-(si acd) yLpais L. WEST
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=la
Via Erode Lttico, C.

italy
lj LUZUSt

Critehlow;
Diivision,

_Le ..L.1-..erty Committee

Orf.tc1i2.01-::

12aul Rz,ynolds has pasod on to me your kind letter of
about tho Russian tranciati*a of TRE	 -
fth for the information you have -2;iven me and 7 hav:::

streng- letter to the Editore of the Foroi:sn Lie her
•. protoetinz a ,7ainst the distortions which arc mentiens.:.
• letter; a copy of my letter i3 	 Of course,

us much E;ood, but at loaot it is on the rocord,
,	 l_nterestea in the cirtencoo L.Lnee.:

in its Russian vereion..

of this year E was, fer two years, the
La:tralin Society of 2..uthore, a non-political body c2

1ani ster, Sir Robert :onsies, and the nrcsent
of the cppooition, the Ronourablo Arthur Caluoil„ are beth

z_mb.r. Some eifnteen months a;-:-.;o the Society uas officially L-.:;k.c.i

ent:rtain members of a Russian nress deleation to Lustralia.

Since the nress delegation had come to Australia under
elitioci ausleices 1, as the President of the Society, indicated

uo could not ;zive them an official recept i on. Houcver,
e.ffored, as a personal courtesy, to entertain two of the zonio-2

of. the delezation to dinner in rcy one home. Daring
the cluestion was raised of the tranzlatdon of my C.W.:1 1:,001:S

I:ass:Lin. 7 also took the onportunity to ra i se the c,,catfen
ear Society had raised officially with the Union of Soviet 2::AOro
of the nayment of royalties to il.ustrali an author 's whose books

nublishod ; n the Soviet Union.
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as ;iou knov:, has been a lcn7-ct=dino matter of content
ths Sov-2et Union and those countries that arc 2i7nator- 7 es to tne

0..)1:-.011 on Copyright.	 also discussed tho fact that
a..Lo1 .1 did itself a disservice in terms of internc,.tienal

iing in most cacao even to request 7eermicsion fer
of the works of foreign authors.

y... k . _he later T rcceived a formal re quest from the pnblishc;:'s
:itsrature .:agasines for penuiesion to publish the beck in

they Could have published the book without
7 v:roto that T was disposed to agree. j. indicated, however,

that	 a condition of my agreement, the book should be loublished

reecivcd a letter askin;]; permiosion for reason: of
to -ou-slich a condensation. Af';ain, since the courtosfes

privately and as the President of a profeasionr-:
cservcd, I said I was disposed to arcs, provided that the

.	 yera sa-emitted for r:y a7yeroval before publication. 2:o
....ni.national practice ,;:as bein observed, °ince alI

7 1ave been pc:rmitted to publish condoncations of
in the Readers Dirrost) an normally, one rests on the

H th of tke ed i tors since it is impossible to road every condsnoatien.

Lowew ., in this ease, I had asked for -orior approval and the
a:rsed.

di in fact, send me a list of tho cuts they had made -
not .:. -: st	 sditings or corruptions of the tot. 	 :owever,

LL,L. net reach me until the magazine had already been printed
Once again I found myself in some

'easaus- the ?.o--an mails are very bad and letters are
-"'s.:u.snty delayed for long periods.

2t appears, hov.ever, from all the circumstances, that we have
.‘.dl• had and the TscOs very littl e' we can do about it. 7ou

::-Jay -se abl e, homevcr, to use the information I have given you as a

to the-, e who may find themselves from time to time fn similar

o4reuelstances. 1th a matter of re(*.or(',, 	 am passing your letter,

to it and a copy . of my letter to 7ore :,gn T,iter,turs 1::a gazine to the
::tates Ambassador in Rome where I am presently living for av:hile.

2 lleve 'seen at times an outspoken critic of the policies of the
Ctats and of my country in Vietnam and this is a dem o cratic



S.

to v:hich I hoicl and ehall continuo to hol d moot etr
C0 havo my v:o:cz c1istortc(; for propa;7anda purponce

matter altoc3the.	 It Y o nrobably unavoL:lable, 1;,at
if; certainly dictr,;eein;.:.

Thank you again.

Sinceroly yours,

(id) EMUS L. ';.7.-S7')
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'Po.7)a
Via 7 rode Atti co, 7

Italy

1 .(S .Au frdzt 2 C<:V",

7:nited State Ambassador
a.:.bascy

vta7v

T	 paLinn- to you hercith; for your information,
corresnondence affectin3 to7	 .7 •	

r.fs.77?

oond it to you in °race' that you mey make it a
ca rccord throush I.Latov;:r United Sate o Covern.lon-L

you 1:7,ay docla a ,-1 v4 sab1e.	 It ; c co,-7on	 th-r.t, I
a c'cronis critic of the 7;oliey of ti United Stator; ana
country in South Viotnam, and this is a democratic ri:h!.;

- hol d ::lost stronrrl y.	 However, 7 have never been a-nd)
2	 neve:- b- a	 r any srovornmont
cr any pelitical tarty - evon my own. In the present unfortunate
eircustancez, 7 would like the record kept straight.

I have sent a copy of this letter and the attached
cerrcondence to my owri Ambassador in Rome.

Sincerely yours,

e	 l'ORRIS L. 1.13T) •


